
 
Castle Camps C of E (V.C.) Primary School 

Learning together with faith, hope and love 
 
It was fantastic to see the children arriving back at school refreshed after their summer break. They have made 
an excellent start already and fitted into their new classes smoothly and easily. Our new Reception children 
have settled in very quickly and are bright, happy and eager to learn. We couldn’t have asked for a more 
positive start to the term. 
 
Pupil Attainment 2015-16 
2015-16 has been another outstanding year in terms of the school’s results. The 2016 assessments were the 
first to assess the new, more challenging national curriculum which was introduced in 2014. Although we 
appreciate that “achievement” in the truest sense is far broader than just academic success, we also feel that 
the outstanding effort and high levels of attainment demonstrated by our children should be celebrated.  
Reception 
I am delighted to report that 86% of our Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development in their 
end of year assessments. This is significantly above the county and national averages and an increase on last 
year’s levels.  
Key Stage 1 
89% of children achieved the pass mark in the Year 1 Phonics Screening (only 9 children in cohort) and in Year 
2, 86% of pupils achieved or exceeded the national standard in Reading and Writing. Results in Mathematics 
were also exceptional, with 95% achieving the pass mark.  
Key Stage 2 
In Year 6, 100% of children met the national standard in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG), 95% for 
Reading and 83% in Writing. We continue to be particularly proud of our scores in Mathematics which showed 
a 95% pass rate. 
These excellent results reflect what can be achieved when staff, children and parents work together. 
 
Staffing 
This term we have welcomed Mrs Lisa Steel (KS1 TA) and Miss Rachel Furner (KS2 TA) to our staff team. Also 
Mrs Annette Haimel and Mrs Joan Meakin have taken over as Class Teachers in Squirrel Class for the duration 
of Mrs MacBean’s maternity leave. I am pleased to inform you that Mrs Lawson (Reception Class) is expecting 
her first baby in November and will be beginning a period of maternity leave shortly after the October half 
term. We are of course delighted for Mrs Lawson and I am sure you will wish to join me in sending her our 
warmest congratulations. Following a successful interview, I am pleased to notify you that Mrs Camilla Bergin 
will be taking over as class teacher from October.  
 
Harvest Festival 
This year, we will be celebrating our Harvest Festival on Thursday, 29th September with a special service in the 
Hall at 2:15pm. Harvest is a good opportunity to think of the needs of others, so on that day and during the 
week, we will be collecting food donations for the Haverhill Food Bank, which supports local families in need.  
We look forward to welcoming back Ann Merrigan (Haverhill Food Bank) again this year, to talk to the children 
about how our donations will be used to support others in the community. 
 
Red, White and Blue Day – Friday, 14th October 
Castle Camps Primary School is set to join thousands of pupils across the country this October by celebrating 
Red, White and Blue Day. This is a national event that increases our awareness of the difficulties faced by our 
service families, while also raising money for ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund 
and the Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity. All children have been invited to support this event by wearing 
red, white and blue to school on Friday, 14th October and donating £1 towards this worthy cause.  
 
Reception Open Morning 
We shall be holding an Open Morning for prospective parents (Reception 2017) on Tuesday, 1st November 
between 9:30am – 11am. If you know of any parents looking for a Reception place for 2017, we would be most 
grateful if you could pass on the information. Bookings can be made via the School Office. 
 
  



Remembrance Day 
On the 11th November, the whole school and staff will join together to observe the two minute silence to 
remember the fallen. We will raise money for the British Legion again this year by selling poppies in the week 
prior to Remembrance Day. 
 
Collective Worship and Religious Education 
I am delighted to report on the close partnership that has continued to develop between the school and Linton 
Parish team. This term, we will be welcoming Assistant Curate Revd Dr Nicola Bown into school to lead Class 
Collective Worship using the Godly Play resources (http://www.godlyplay.uk/).  Revd Nicola, will also be 
leading a discussion with Upper Key Stage 2 children on the topic: Does God support a war? On 2nd December, 
we will be holding our Advent Service at the United Reform Church, which she has offered to officiate. We are, 
of course, extremely grateful to Mrs Spencer and the elders at the URC for kindly agreeing to host our service 
in the village chapel.  
 
It has been an extremely positive start to the new academic year and I look forward to updating you of our 
progress and achievements later in the term. Until then, please accept my very best wishes for the months 
ahead and do not hesitate to contact me via the Office if you wish to discuss any community/school matters. 
 
Miss Alexandra O’Connor 
Headteacher 
 
September, 2016 
 

http://www.godlyplay.uk/

